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Revised Textual Corruptioi

“Either make the tree good, and his frult good; or
else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt:
for the tree Is known um his fruit.” Matthew 12:33
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Conversatlon InA ‘Bible’ Bookstore

vy David Danlels

“Hello. May [ help you?” _

“Yes. [’'m looking for a. Bible I can use in my church. Could you help me?”
“I"d be happy to. I would recommend the NIV. It is our most popular seller.”
“Do you know the story'of the Ethlopxan eunuch‘?”

“Sure.” s
- Well, the only verse that te]is us what we need to do ‘before bapnsm is in Acts 8 37 It's really'
. tmportant that my Bible states this cleariv Would you read it tome?” - 2
| “Certam]y ” (The helpful empioyee looks and looks ) “Uh 1t ’s not there
~ “What’s not there?”
ST m sorry, but there ist no verse 37

o eWell, I don t want a Blble that 1s mzssmg somethmg that unportant Let’s try another Blble skl
| .“We[i we have another popular one, thc Revised Standard Version.” ok '
“My Bible has to be ciear about the virgin birth of Christ. Would you piease check Isalah 7:1477
“Hmm. It says a young woman shali conceive..
“Then forget the Revised Standard* What other Bibies have you'? o
- “Well, we are very proud of the New Amencan Standard It's called ‘the most literal’ vers1on 2

“Alright, then let’s look up John 6: 4‘? It s the one place where Jesus teﬂs us to believe i m Him to
have eternal life.” = - e = ; ¥

o “Walt' It only says ‘hc who bel;cves has ctcrnal hfe It doesn’t say who to belzeve 111




THE BIBLE contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of sal-
vation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines
are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are
immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to
cheer you.

It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot's compass, the sol-
dier's sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here Paradise is restored,
Heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.

CHRIST is its grand subject, our good the design, and the glory of God
its end.

It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slow-
ly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and
a river of pleasure. It is given you in life, will be opened at judgement, and
be remembered forever, It involves the highest responsibility, will reward
the greatest labor, and will condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents.

- taken from the front of a Gideon Bible




My Old Bible

“lhough the cover is worn
And the pages are lorn,

And though places bear traces of lears;
Vet more precious than gold

Js this “Book worn and old,
“That can shatter and scatter my fears.

“This old Book is my guide,
Tis a ﬁieml by my side,
Jt will lighien and brighien my way;
And each promise J fmd
Soothes and gladdens the mind
As T read it and heed it each clay.

Vo this Book T will cling,
Of its worth J will sing,
rnwugh greal losses and crosses be mine;
For J cannot despair,
erugh surroumled'by care,
“While possessing this blessing Divine.




